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Barvick Burn Wood Annual Community Meeting 
Wednesday 18 March 2026

David Bruce ӛForest and Peatland Programme Manager
Lewis O'Dea ӛForest Site Manager
Julie Wilson ӛCommunity Ranger
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Overview 
ÅResearchin action 

ÅOverview of the Forest and Peatland 
Programme

ÅProgress at Barvick Burn Wood

ÅLearning, teaching and research

ÅVolunteering and outdoor learning

ÅQ&A
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'Go-along' method:Interviews and note-taking

If interested in learning more or taking part Ɏplease speak to me &/ or contact: 
Rachel Orchard ɎR.T.Orchard@sms.ed.ac.uk

Social research: reality of restoration
How do you interact with Barvick Burn as a woodland creation site?

Focus:Relationship to people and place

Å What are the local experiencesof FPP projects?

Å How is the woodland creation carried out and who is 
involved in the process?

Å What does this mean for monitoring social changes?

mailto:R.T.Orchard@sms.ed.ac.uk
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Why the University needs the Forest & Peatland Programme

Sequestering over 1 million tonnes of CO

Only offsetting unavoidable aviation emissions

Travel is essential for teaching & research 

Student assurance - your travel emissions are mitigated
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Woodlandcreation at three sites

Peatlandrestoration partnerships.

Woodlandcreationpartnerships.

Forest and Peatland Programme
Threeproject strands:

50-year partnerships

Landacquisitionof 891ha.

Native or mixed, 50-year partnerships
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Multi-Benefit Programme

Carbon Sequestration  

Biodiversity 
Enhancement  

Learning, Teaching, and 
Research (LTR) 
Opportunities 

Socio-
Economic 

Community 
Benefits
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Barvick Burn Wood 
location
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Woodland design 
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Woodland summary 

Total site area 435 ha 100%

Planted 259 ha 60%

Open 161 ha 37%

Existing woodland 15 ha 3%

Total planting area 259 ha 100%

Nativebroadleaves 97 ha 38%

Native Scots pine 90 ha 35%

Mixed woodland 5 ha 2%

Scots Pine mix 11 ha 4%

Diverse conifermix 42 ha 16%

Productive broadleaves 13 ha 5%
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Site operations 

ÅWork started in Dec 2025

ÅGround preparation underway

ÅDeer fencing underway

ÅPartial tree planting in spring 
2026. 

ÅTree planting will resume in 
winter 2026/2027 to complete. 
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Fencing 
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Gates and draft signage  
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Ground 
Preparation 

Creating individual 
raised mounds to 
help trees establish

Using different 
techniques to create 
mounds 



uoe_sustainabilitySocial Responsibility & Sustainability



uoe_sustainabilitySocial Responsibility & Sustainability

Tree Planting
535,000 trees to be planted
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Other future site works 
planned : 

Interpretation panels at key 
locations 

Small number of additional 
parking spaces. 


