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The University in numbers

ESTABLISHED

1583
NUMBER OF STUDENTS

49,740

SUPPLIERS

Many 1,000s
ANNUAL NON-PAY SPEND

£350 - 450m

NUMBER OF STAFF

16,900

BUILDINGS ACROSS 

OUR ESTATE

600+
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Responsible Procurement is...

“... the act of sourcing goods and services in a way 

that takes into account ethical and sustainable 

considerations... while aiming to procure and act in a 

way that is open, fair and transparent.” 
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Other emissions (e.g. 
water, waste, cattle) 
1%
Scope 1 and 3

Electricity 7%
Scope 2 and 3

Business travel 4%
Scope 3

Student off-term travel 14%
Scope 3

Our emissions

2023-24

Gas 10%
Scope 1 and 2

Purchased goods, 
services and works
58%

Scope 3

Commuting 4%
Scope 3

Investment 3%
Scope 3

Total Emissions: 
395,771 Tonnes CO2e
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Non-influenceable
2%

Digging into the emissions from our Procurement

Laboratories 
40%

• Large & small equipment

• Consumables

• Gases

• Pharmaceuticals

Estates 
25%
• Capital projects

• Repairs & maintenance service

• Office furniture

Information Services 
21%
• Hardware

• Software

• AV equipment

• Data information services

Professional Services
12%
• Accommodation

• Conference, meetings & room 
bookings

• Catering

• Services e.g. legal, tax, insurance

229,547 Tonnes CO2e

Procurement 
Emissions 2023-24
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Wider context

National Legislation

Sectoral 
Requirements

Organisational 
Commitments
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Wider context

National Legislation

Sectoral 
Requirements

Organisational 
Commitments

The Climate Change Act / Climate 
Change (Emissions Reduction 

Targets) (Scotland)

Procurement Act / The Procurement 
Reform (Scotland) Act
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Wider context

National Legislation

Sectoral 
Requirements

Organisational 
Commitments
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Intended outcomes

1. Provides clear signal of intent to our supply chain

2. Increases resource efficiencies within the University and for suppliers

3. Boosts mutually-beneficial opportunities with suppliers 

4. Supports national, sectoral and organisational targets
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What does the Edinburgh Pathway 
look like?
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Tiered approach

2025-26 Top ~60% of our supply chain emissions

2027-28 Top ~75% of our supply chain emissions

2028-30 Top ~85% of supply chain emissions
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For suppliers

Commitment 
& Action

Data Reporting & 
Monitoring
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From December 2025

From December 2025
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For suppliers
Commitment & Action
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For suppliers
Data
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For suppliers
Reporting & Monitoring
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Steps for the University
Embedding
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Collaboration in action

Research 
Opportunities Training & Support

Sharing best 
practice

Resource Hub 

Streamlined 
Reporting Open dialogueStandardised ask
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What this means for our suppliers

• We want to open up dialogue on 
embedding sustainability and social 
value into our purchasing

• We see opportunities to work 
together to tackle our collective 
impact on climate change

• We must take a tiered approach to 
make best use of our resources
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Key Resources

edin.ac/pathway
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Questions?
sion.pickering@ed.ac.uk
responsible.procurement@ed.ac.uk

www.ed.ac.uk/sustainability

Sion Pickering

UoE_Sustainability


